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Geographic Information Professionals
Launch Pioneering Peer Networking Effort

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

WASHINGTON, D.C. FEBRUARY 8 --A broad-based consortium of government,

business, academic, and nonprofit organization geographic information

professionals is coming together in an innovative effort to meet information, equity,

and access needs of the geographic information users community.

With support and encouragement from the Federal Geographic Data Committee (FGDC)
and with an innovative organizational concept pioneered by Dee Hock, CEO emeritus of
VISA International, the loosely knit group of several dozen professionals has issued a call
for participants from among the GIS community to help outline the bottoms-up effort best
able to meet GIS users' needs.

"With GIS information growing exponentially in meeting the needs of federal, state,
regional, and local decisionmakers across the board," said Susan Carson Lambert,
president-elect of the National States Geographic Information Council,  "there's a pressing
need for new and creative ways of meeting those needs through a mechanism that captures
the energy and enthusiasm of current and would-be GIS users. By building on the
commitment and competencies of the mapping community, we are confident we can meet
those needs in the most cost-effective and timely fashion."

The genesis for much of the new initiative started with a highly successful June 1999
national GeoData Forum national meeting in Washington, D.C. Many of the information-
sharing and data quality/assurance challenges facing the vast GIS community were first
addressed in the April 1997 "Strategy for the National Spatial Data Infrastructure
(NSDI)," launched by President Clinton in an April 1994 Executive Order.

“To fulfill the vision established in the NSDI strategy we need a national activity that
encompasses all relevant and affected parties,” said Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt and
Chair of the Federal Geographic Data Committee.

As a keynote speaker at the June 1999 meeting, Hock explained how, decades earlier, a
similar innovative enterprise had been needed to meet the diverse needs of the credit card
supplier and user communities.

"Given the information, access, and equity needs of the extraordinarily diverse GIS
community," Hock said, " these lessons from the past can help pave the way toward
meeting today's and tomorrow's critical social, economic and environmental needs."
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Through informal planning meetings and discussions since last June, the group of several
dozen GIS professionals, working with The Chaordic Alliance, (the term is drawn from
the words "chaos" and "order”), has set up a process to conceive and implement a fair and
equitable way to maximize the enormous potential of geographic information in the hands
of knowledgeable users. The Chaordic Alliance (www.chaordic.org) is a not-for-profit
organization founded by Dee Hock to develop, disseminate and implement new concepts
of organization.

The group is calling for both mapping professionals and lay users to participate in
designing how best to meet their needs for GIS in the future. A series of up to four "town
meetings" later this spring is expected to further inform program participants and further
involve diverse interests in the new effort.

"Our goal is to effectively marshal resources, decisionmaking, authority, and
responsibilities to meet expanding needs for the best available geographic information
systems data and do so in the most cost-effective and most equitable way," said John
Moeller, Staff Director of the Federal Geographic Data Committee.  "We're convinced we
can do that only with the full participation of the diverse community using and needing
access to this vital information resource."

Further information on the new GIS initiative is available online at
www.fgdc.gov, or by contacting FGDC project officer Kathy L. Covert at (703) 648-4144
or via e-mail at klcovert@usgs.gov.


